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WELCOME – explore our web page, visit us for worship, find out who we are! If you are drawn by the Spirit, we would like to tell you more about ourselves and the joy of kingdom living!
Worship at CCC is informal and authentic to the congregation including contemporary and traditional music, meditative moments, drama, a sermon, prayers and an offering that includes presentation of prayer requests. The CCC congregation supports the mission and ministry of the church and guests are not expected to contribute from their financial resources.
We believe the experience of corporate worship is to be a microcosm of life in that congregants continue through the week with acts of praise, meditation, Bible study, and other disciplines practiced as we seek to know Christ and the joy of kingdom living!

Fellowship in the Body of Christ is an expression of our fellowship with the Father through the Son in the power of the Holy Spirit! We gather after worship every Sunday for a time of friendship and refreshment, celebrating birthdays once a month. Life Groups are, not only an opportunity to deepen our relationships with one another, but also, an opportunity to discover together the joy of life in the kingdom of God!
We believe we are the household of God of which Jesus Christ is the Head. We are called to love one another and extend mercy when we fail or sin, even as we are loved by Christ. In Christ we accept and include all of God’s children as part of God’s family, and affirm the value and dignity of every human being.

Apprenticeship is the heart of the Gospel and the key to more effective worship, fellowship, ministry and mission! Through apprenticeship (discipleship) we discover the joy of kingdom living! The Holy Spirit is calling us to be a people of prayer ever being transformed by the power of the Word and Spirit into Jesus’ image as we seek to be aware of God’s Presence in all of life. Apprenticeship doesn’t just happen, but must be intentionally practiced through the exercise of spiritual disciplines. In summary, apprenticeship is learning from Jesus about Jesus how to be like Jesus!
We seek to incorporate the seven traditions of apprenticeship that flow from the life of Christ: the Contemplative Tradition, the Holiness Tradition, the Charismatic Tradition, the Evangelical Tradition, the Social Justice Tradition, the Incarnational Tradition and the Abba, Father Tradition. These seven streams have nurtured the Church through her two thousand years of history.
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The Seven Great Traditions of the Church: the Contemplative Tradition, the Holiness Tradition, the Charismatic Tradition, the Social Justice Tradition, the Evangelical Tradition, the Incarnational Tradition, and the Abba, Father Tradition
Contemplative Tradition (the prayer-filled life)
Jesus lived a prayer-filled life, the mark of the contemplative stream of faith! Contemplative prayer, however, is a different sort of prayer! It is through this prayer that we develop an ever-deepening intimacy with the Father and come to know the Presence of Christ in all of life! We find its practice throughout the Bible –“from the Psalmist who meditated upon God’s character, Law, and creation, to Mary, mother of Jesus, who pondered all things in her heart; from Elijah, who kept a lonely vigil over earthquake, wind, and fire, to Mary of Bethany, who chose to sit at Jesus’ feet” (Streams of Living Water, Richard Foster, pp. 32-33). 

Through contemplative prayer we simply take time to spend time with the Father, in Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit! Often these are times of silence and solitude, in that we listen, more then speak, to the quiet still voice of the Holy Spirit revealing the majesty of God through a sunrise or sunset, or hear the mind of the Father as the Spirit unfolds God’s Word to us! In short, contemplative prayer is loving-attentiveness to God! In the contemporary church the Quakers are representative of this tradition.

The Holiness Tradition (the virtuous life)
“Holy living,” or what is also known as “the virtuous life” is the core of the Holiness  Tradition emphasizing transformation of the heart, mind and soul through the practice of spiritual disciplines. A virtuous heart is the source of acts of love in Christ’s Name!

The great reward of a virtuous life, however, is more than a good character; that’s a given, and a reward unto itself! We also become people who are response-able; that is, we gain the ability to do what has to be done when it needs to be done. In short, the holy life is a life that works, a life of love (Steams of Living Water, p. 82). The Nazarene Church is a contemporary model of this tradition.
The Charismatic Tradition (the Spirit-empowered life)
The Charismatic Tradition focuses on the power to do! A Spirit-empowered life is “a life immersed in, empowered by, and under the direction of the Spirit of God” (Streams of Living Water, p. 132).

One of the Apostle Paul’s great strengths was his ability to exercise spiritual authority because he was Spirit-empowered. He also knew that the work of God was the work of the Holy Spirit! That is “the secret” of the charismatic tradition, or the Spirit-empowered life! Such a life knows the reality of Jesus’ Word:

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. John 15.5

Even more, the Spirit empowered life is a life that does greater works than Jesus (John 14.12); but more importantly, it is a life of love. We can’t love as Jesus loves without the Holy Spirit! The Holy Spirit empowers our work, our study, our worship, all that makes for joy in kingdom living, producing the fruit of the Spirit in our lives and revealing Christ to others through us! 
The Charismatic Tradition is the life-blood of the church! We do well to remember the prophet Zechariah’s Word to ancient Israel:

This is the word of the Lord: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts. Zechariah 4.6

The charismatic tradition is preserved in Pentecostal churches today!
The Evangelical Tradition (the Word centered life)
The Evangelical Tradition, or Word centered life, is a life established upon Christ the living Word of God, the written Word of God (scripture) which reveals Christ to us, and the proclaimed Word of God (preaching and teaching) which points us to life in Christ!

The Good News is that God entered history in the Person of Jesus Christ and did for us what we cannot do for ourselves! And what is that? Christ, through his atoning death on the cross, has reconciled us to God the Father through the power of the Holy Spirit, opening the door to life in the kingdom of God! For the first few hundred years in the life of the Church that meant something very different then what it means to the western church today. The western church is fragmented and factionalized with many different “christianities” being claimed. But as late as Augustine in the 4th century, it was not believed that one could be a convert to Christianity without being a apprentice of Jesus. For Augustine, turning to Christ meant turning from the life he lived in the pagan world to a life that was to be completely re-structured into Christlikeness through the power of God’s Word and Spirit. Becoming a Christian had little to do with becoming a member of a church, and everything to do with following the life, teaching and experience of Jesus! It is from this life experience that one proclaims the evangel! Or as Augustine wrote himself, “One loving heart sets another on fire.”

The Word centered life is a life that is passionate for the living Word, Jesus Christ, and for the written Word, scripture, which reveals Christ to us! Conservative movements in the church often represent the evangelical tradition.
The Social Justice Tradition (the compassionate life)
The Presbyterian Church has been a strong proponent of social justice for decades. This tradition is all about compassion, compassion for the dispossessed and powerless among us. CCC itself has a decades long history of compassion seen in our strong mission budget, our housing homeless men and women through Connect-by-Night two months each year in our Ministry Center, and the meals we prepare for the homeless when a month has a fifth Saturday.
Jesus still teaches his disciples to feed the hungry, cloth the naked, visit those in prison, that is, in all things to show kind-heartedness to all people! The social justice tradition is represented in many denominations today including Roman Catholic, Presbyterian and Methodist.
The Incarnational Tradition (the sacramental life)
The sacramental life is nothing more and nothing less then the embodiment of Christ in the disciple’s heart, mind, soul and body or as the apostle Paul declared, “Christ in you, the hope of glory!” In this tradition the division between the sacred and secular ends and the bread and wine become the body and blood of the crucified Christ! Everywhere we go is “holy ground” and everything we do is “sanctified action.” This has profound implications for our lives in that our bodies become image bearers of Christ; our jobs are sacred trusts; our lives are reintegrated with the natural world! The line between the sacred and the secular is no more! The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. Psalm 19.1 This tradition was especially practiced within the early Quaker movement.
The Abba Father Tradition (the surrendered life)

The Abba, Father Tradition is the lost tradition. Denominations have been founded in the charismatic tradition, the evangelical tradition, etc., but none have grown up around the Abba, Father tradition. Jesus’ entire life was a life surrendered to His Father, whom He addressed as Abba. The early church preserved the manner in which Jesus addressed His Father because of the significance it had for them in Jewish culture. Abba was One Who provided ultimate help and demanded absolute obedience. Faith in “Abba, Father” ultimately resulted in a life surrendered to the Father’s will. The surrendered life is a life that can authentically pray after Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Abba, Father anything is possible for You; take this cup from me, yet, not my will Yours be done” (Mark 14.36)!
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Ministry is the care of the Body of Christ for the Body of Christ expressed in many different ways! Jesus said,
 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this they will know that you are my disciples. John 13:34-35a

 

We believe God is calling us to serve Jesus Christ by serving one another! Ministry is the task of the church to look after the temporal needs of those committed to following Christ! Every apprentice of Jesus is a minister in the church, utilizing their respective spiritual gifts to care for the Body of Christ. Time is spent discovering our respective gifts and choosing ministries can be used: congregants visit shut-ins; a men’s life group aides in the repair and renovation of congregant’s homes; women make blankets to be presented to children at baptism symbolizing the child being wrapped in the love of Christ through the love of the congregations; congregants teach and lead according to Christ’s call in their lives! Where there is need we seek to love one another!
Mission has two parts: sharing God’s love in Christ through words and deed. Social justice is the outreach of the Body of Christ to the world around us! CCC houses the homeless in our Community Center for the months of January and March, providing snacks when they arrive and lunch to take with them when they leave. When a month has a fifth Saturday disciples can be found in our kitchen preparing a nutritious meal to be served by another group from the congregation that evening at the homeless shelter. We continually collect food for the Upper Darby Food Cupboard. We have a healthy Mission Budget that provides for missions in the metro-Philadelphia area and around the world. CCC is a giving congregation with a passion to make Christ known so that others can experience the joy of kingdom living! We also seek to share God’s love by speaking of Christ, His great sacrifice on the cross and His resurrection from the dead!
