Isaiah 59:1-15a — ‘“We are all on the same boat’
Greetings
Intro

There is an Argentinian Tango that came out in the 1930s. The name is
Cambalache written by Enrique Santos Discépolo

Google translates Cambalache as a term that is used in a figurative sense
to describe a chaotic or complex situation (i.e. a depressing state of
affairs at a social setting or a country). It can also mean swap,
exchange. The lyrics go like this:

The world has been and always will be a disaster, I already knew that
in 506 A.D. and in the year 2000 too!

There always have been thieves, traitors and victims of fraud,

happy and bitter people, genuine and bootleg stuff...

But now no one can deny that the 20th century

1s a sorry display of petty maliciousness.

We are all wallowing in a pig pen

And 1n the same sludge all are being trampled

The twentieth century is a problem-filled, freakish show!

if you don’t cry, you don’t get fed

and if you don’t steal, you’re stupid.

Come on! Just do it!

I’ll meet you in that far off fiery furnace.

Don’t think anymore, move out of the way.

no one cares at all,

It is the same if you were born an honest guy who slaves away night and
day like an ox,

or if you are a moocher, a murderer, a heath caregiver,

or one that lives outside of the law.

This tango was written in 1934. When I was young in the 70’s my father
would say, this tango is true today as it was back then.



Today’s text seems to have the same feeling as this tango. I came across
this passage by accident/mistake. I was going to preach on another
lectionary Isaiah passage scheduled for next week.

The text we have read this morning seems to have been written in midst
of a chaotic period. The Jewish people had returned from exile in Persia
to their Judean ancestral land. Cyrus, the king of a new empire, Persia
had granted permission to return back to Judah.

Historical Background to this passage,
Despite of the fact that the book of Isaiah has a theological consistency
and a thematic interdependence, most scholars are of the opinion that the
book of Isaiah is comprised of three distinct sections written over a span
of approximately 200 years.. These sections or division are generally
known as First, Second and Third Isaiah. First Isaiah consists of
(chapters 1-39). Written during the later half of the 8th century (730 —
700) BCE, First Isaiah is mostly attributed to be the work of the
historical prophet Isaiah himself. In contrast, Second and Third Isaiah
are attributed to other authors who use different literary styles and
describe later historical periods. For example, Second Isaiah (Isaiah 40-
55) was written during the Babylonian exile, likely in the 6th century
BCE, following the conquest of Babylon by Cyrus in 539 BCE. This
period of exile for the Jewish people is when the author, or authors, of
Second Isaiah, wrote these chapters. The time of writing is also linked to
the decree allowing the return of exiles to their homeland in 538 BCE...
On the other hand, Third Isaiah (also known as Trito-Isaiah) is believed
to have been written after the Babylonian exile and the return to
Jerusalem, likely during the early Persian period (around 520-400 BCE).
Specifically, chapters 56-66 of the Book of Isaiah are generally
attributed to Third Isaiah. This period is characterized by the rebuilding
of the Temple and the attempts to re-establish the Jewish community in
the aftermath of the exile
Just as chronological reference, the division of the United Monarchy of
Israel and Judah into two separate kingdoms occurred around 930 BCE
after the death of King Solomon. About 200 years later, the Northern



Kingdom of Israel fell in 722 BCE when the Assyrian Empire conquered
and deported its population. We never heard from them again, thus the
frase “the 10 lost tribes.” Meanwhile, the southern Kingdom of Judah
remained intact for a longer period, it was vassal state to the Assyrian
first and then Babylonian empires. However, after about 180 years, in
605 BCE the Babylonian emperor Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Egypt’s
army, and 7 years later in 597, after a terrible and agonizing siege,
Jerusalem falls t deporting all their educated or skilled people.

After 10 years (587/86) Jerusalem rose up again and this time
Nebuchadnezzar made them pay dearly. He destroyed the Temple,
houses as well as the walls

There in approximately 520 BCE, the returning Jewish people found
themselves in a precarious situation. Most likely no formal
administrative structure, as well as unclear legal and political rules.
Their land was conquered by the Babylonians in 587 BCE. Returning to
an abandoned land about 70 years later was probably not the same as
returning from an electrical outage or even forest fire. We do not know
the actual conditions. However, we can easily imagine a group of
migrants, actually grand kids and great grand kids or the ones that were
force to exile. They were returning to a land that was semi-arid place
with few natural resources, existing inhabitants, and at first, most likely
precarious living arrangements

This text is speaking of a group of people, a society that seems to be in
disarray. Almost as if everyone was in for themselves. Ironically,
despite the different circumstances, it could very much be speaking to us
today to a house divided, a factionalized society, a polarized country

Slides 3, 4 and 5

The text
(New American Standard Bible)
It is your fault that God is distant



1.Behold, the Lord’s hand 1s not so short that it cannot save;
Nor is His ear so dull that it cannot hear.
> But your wrongdoings have caused a separation between you and

your God,

And your sins have hidden His “face from you so that He does not
hear.

3For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with
wrongdoing;

Your lips have spoken deceit, your tongue mutters wickedness.

Here in the first 3 verses notice that the writer is answering a question
‘How is it that God does not do something? (v.1) and describing the
reason in versed 2 and 4. Notice that the prophet is pointing to a group
of people (2™ Person Plural, you all)

Verse 1 seems to be asking. Why isn’t God doing something.

The answer i1s, It is not that God’s hands are short or deformed or hard of
hearing. IL. In Quechua there is word that describe a hand that is short
due to amputation or defect. This word is ‘nuk’u’ is normally used
figuratively to describe a person unwilling to help or provide a hand,
intervene in a difficult situation.

It is not that the Lord is nuk’u or hard of hearing

Instead, it 1s sinful acts that has alienated God from us

It is the things that we say with our mouths and things we do with our
hands

Note, sometimes we say, ‘look at what the person does not what he/she
says.” Or “actions are louder than words.” For the prophet both are
equally problematic

Beginning in verse 4 until 8 the prophet switches to the third person
plural. The tone is a lament of how things are and the weight it has on
the prophet’s shoulders.



Our complaint

*No one sues righteously and no one pleads ™honestly.
They trust in confusion and speak lies;

They conceive trouble and give birth to disaster.

> They hatch vipers’ eggs and weave the spider’s web;
The one who eats of their eggs dies,

And from what is crushed, a snake breaks out.

Their webs will not become clothing,

Nor will they cover themselves with their works;

No one speaks truthfully in court or in a public space
With their lies, all they do es to create confusion

Their machinations only create chaos

The evil they plot only comes back to haunt them

They play with fire only to get burned

They build flimsy structures and so they will are useless

Our complaint (cont.)
Their works are works of wrongdoing,
And an act of violence is in their hands.
"Their feet run to evil,
And they hurry to shed innocent blood;
Their thoughts are thoughts of wrongdoing,
Devastation and destruction are in their paths.
® They do not know the way of peace,
And there 1s no justice in their tracks;
They have made their paths crooked,
Whoever walks on “them does not know peace.

What they are doing is wrong and violent

They do in a hurry and in the process, they hurt innocent people
What they think of doing leaves nothing but destruction in their path
They do not do things peacefully or justly

They have set up their minds to do it by hook or by crook

Those who enable are not at ease



Note that beginning on verse 9 to 13 the text changes to the first person
plural. Here the prophet includes himself in a communal confession.

Our confession

*Therefore justice is far from us,

And righteousness does not reach us;

We hope for light, but there is darkness,

For brightness, but we walk in gloom.

'“We grope for the wall like people who are blind,
We grope like those who have no eyes.

We stumble at midday as in the twilight;

Among those who are healthy we are like the dead.
" All of us growl like bears,

And moan sadly like doves;

We hope for justice, but there is none;

For salvation, but it is far from us.

Justice has left for the Jersey shore
Righteousness is out of the country
We wish for a light at the end of the tunnel
As when there is a blockout we feel our way around even though our
eyes are fully open
We are stumbling around .........
2For our wrongful acts have multiplied before You,
And our sins have testified against us;
For our wrongful acts are with us,
And "'we know our wrongdoings:
B WOffending and denying the LORD,
And turning away from our God,
Speaking oppression and revolt,
Conceiving and uttering lying words from the heart.
' Justice is turned back,
And righteousness stands far away;



For truth has stumbled 1in the street,

And uprightness cannot enter.

" Truth is lacking,

And one who turns aside from evil makes himself a prey.

Wow! Feels like we are are up the river without a patle
What to do, what to do?

Let’s focus on verse v14

Justage is back stage or back of the church

Righteusness is at three hours from here at the farm house
What would take to bring them here?

Two chapters earlier, in Isaiah 56:1 the prophet writes:

New Living Translation

This 1s what the LORD says: “Be just and fair to all. Do what is
right and good, for I am coming soon to rescue you and to display
my righteousness among you.

Therefore, while we wait, what should we be doing?
What does the Lord reguire from us?

WALK HUMBIY WITH GOD

Lets focus on the following words:
Mispat = Justice, jugement, right
Hesed = kindness, mercy



Agape = Generosity, kindness, being considerate, concerned for others,
faithfulness, to value, love,

Hesed

In the Bible, hesed can be translated as "mercy," "kindness," "goodness,"
"faithfulness," or "loyalty". Some translators use more than one word to
describe hesed, such as "steadfast love," "loyal love," or "loving-
kindness".

nn

Agape

A Greek word that traditionally means a selfless, unconditional love. In
the Bible, 1 Corinthians 13:3 says that agape is the greatest of the three
remaining things after faith and hope: "But the greatest of these is love
(Agape)". Some characteristics of agape include:

Being kind and wanting the best for the other person
Accepting others without expectations of reciprocation
Sacrificing for the other person's good

Not being envious, proud, or boastful

Matt 22:37-39

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

In 1 Corinthians 13, the word "charity" is used to describe how people
treat each other, and is a translation of the Greek word agape. It can
mean being gracious, kind, or understanding, even towards people you
might not like. It can also mean being generous and helpful, especially
to those who are suffering or in need. In 1 Corinthians 13:1, Paul says,
"Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not
charity (agape), I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal".

Some common synonyms of charity are clemency, grace, leniency, and
mercy. While all these words mean "a disposition to show kindness or



compassion," charity stresses benevolence and goodwill shown in broad
understanding and tolerance of others.

But the question remains, why should we do what is right or

Because we are all in the same boat

Sure glad the hole
isn’t at our end.

We all belong to a small community, a neighborhood, a county, a state a
country. And , each of these communities or institutions we belong to,
each have problem, Many Problems. So much so that it could feel
overwhelming.

Last week I listened to a Commencement address. At the end of a listing
of all our societal problem the person giving the address said: “There is
no savior coming down from on hi to get us out of this mess. It is us. It
is the graduates of 2025.”

Us, in ta church community perhaps we don’t fully agree with that.
However, while we wait for that final judgment day when the sheep will
be separated from the goats, if not as matter of obedience, as a matter of
self-preservation or, even survival, we should consider to be considerate
one to another, to agape our neighbor.

As a way to describe how agape, being considerate looks like, let me tell
you about a time I went sailboat racing with a boat club I used to be a
member of....



Therefore... We all need to be considerate, thoughtful because we are all
on the same boat

Closing Prayer
I[saiah 59:1-15a New Living Translation



