
Worship Guide      December 28, 2025

GATHERING
Welcome and Announcements    Worship Assistant Holton
Call to Worship    

Leader: Let us sing....
People: Praise be to God!
Leader: Who dared to take on human flesh and dwell among us.
People: Praise be to God!
Leader: Who did not turn back in the face of evil and death.
People: Praise be to God!
Leader: Who continues to dance through our lives even now.
People: Let all that have breath sing praise to God.

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
Song – “One Light”         Worship Leader Emmanuel

(Note: people do not stand during the candle lighting)

One light shining for me, lighting the darkness helping me see.
One light leading the way, out of the shadows into the day.
One light breaking the dawn, born of a promise leading us on.
One light faithful and true, shining in glory, coming anew.

All we need is one light, all we need is one light,
All we need is one light, just one light.

(interlude: Child lights Candle of Hope and then Candle of Peace)

One light leading the way out of the shadows into the day
All we need is one light, all we need is one light,
All we need is one light, just one light.

Presenting the Word 

Worship Leader: Your Word Lord, is eternal.
All: It stands firm in the heavens forever!”  Psalm 119:89

(Bible is walked to the table)
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Song - PH #582  “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines”  Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)

V1 – Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

V2 – World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

Leader: Please be seated

Confession and Pardon   Worship Assistant Holton
Prayer of Confession

Leader: Please join me as we confess our sins together. 
God of Christmas, we would never have thought to find your Savior
in an innocent baby. We confess we would have expected a warrior
with a great army. We would not have thought to find your kingdom
to be one of service, obedience and humility. We confess we would
have expected, maybe even wanted, a kingdom that reflected our
own values and self-interests.
Lord, forgive us when we quickly leave Christmas behind and 
neglect to live lives worthy of our calling as followers of our Lord, the
Prince of Peace. By your Holy Spirit, help us turn to you and live
according to the values of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our
Lord and Savior. Amen. 

Moment of silence (as people confess their own sins)

Assurance of Pardon Worship Assistant Holton
God's light is present in this world.
Present in the Christ child, born to lead us out of darkness.
Present in the star, in all that guides us to love.
God's light is in the world, and the darkness did not overcome it.
God's grace is in the world, and our missteps will not overcome it.
We are loved, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen. 

Doxology PH #607 Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)
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Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Children’s Blessing  “You are Somebody” - Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader:  Will the children come forward for the blessing
You are somebody, somebody on the Lord’s side.
You are somebody, somebody on the Lord’s side. 

(repeat)

Leader:  May the peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.
(Turn and share the peace with the people around you)

OFFERING
Invitation to Offering Worship Assistant Tracy

(WA to ask people to return to seats as needed before starting)

Leader: Let us return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth.
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
The world, and those who live in it.  (Ps 24:1)

Leader: For God so loved the world he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life!  
Now, as Christ humbled himself and gave Himself on the cross on our behalf, let 
us consecrate our tithes and offerings to Him!  Even more then this: Let us 
“present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is our
spiritual worship!

Presentation of tithes and offerings 

Song PH 119 – “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”     Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)

V1 - Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king.
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
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With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

(Congregation goes forward to give offerings)

V2 - Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate deity,
Pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

V3 - Hail the heavenborn Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Dedication of Offering   Worship Assistant (own words for prayer)

Leader: You may be seated.

THE WORD

Prayer for Illumination Pastor Kate McShane
Leader: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that as the scriptures are read
and your Word is proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what you say to us today.  

Leader: Our scripture readings this morning are Psalm 23 and John 1:1-5; 14-18. 
After the text is read, we will take a few minutes to meditate on God’s Word.  
Hear the Word of the Lord:

Scripture Readings   

Psalm 23
1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
3     he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
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    for his name’s sake.

4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
    I fear no evil,
for you are with me;
    your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
    all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
    my whole life long.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord!
Response: Thanks be to God!

John 1:1-5; 14-18
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 
He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overtake it.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, 
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he 
was before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law 
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one 
has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, 
who has made him known.

Leader: This is the word of God of the Lord!
All: Thanks be to God!

Silent Meditation
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Sermon "Christmas Time”         Pastor Kate McShane

Song  PH 113 “Angels We Have Heard On High” Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Confession of Faith           Worship Assistant Holton
Leader: Please remain standing as we confess our faith:  

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of
Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.

We believe that out of Israel God in due time raised up Jesus. Christ’s faith and
obedience were the response of the perfect child of God. He was the
fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel, the beginning of the new creation, and
the pioneer of the new humanity. He gave history its meaning and direction
and called the church to be his servant for the reconciliation of the world.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our
daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new
heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in
death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Leader: You may be seated.

Prayers of the People   Worship Assistant Holton

The Lord’s Prayer Worship Assistant Holton
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Leader: And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray for God’s rule
on earth, as Christ taught us.

All: Our father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Song LYH #71 “Bless the Lord, My Soul” Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)

Refrain – Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life

V1 – It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
who heals ev’ry one of your ills,
Who redeems your life from the grave, 
who crowns you with love and compassion

Refrain

V2 – The Lord is compassion and love,
Slow to anger and rich in mercy
He does not treat us according to our sins
Nor repay us according to our faults

Refrain

Leader:  You may be seated

SENDING
Charge and Blessing   Pastor Kate McShane

Pastor:  I invite you to rise, in body or spirit, for the benediction.
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(Pastor returns to pew)

Song PH #134 “Joy to the World”         Worship Leader Emmanuel

V1 - Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king;
Let every heart prepare him room; 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing

(Pastor recesses to back of chapel)

V2 - Joy to the earth, the savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
repeat, repeat the sounding joy

V4 - He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love
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