Worship Guide December 7, 2025 — Second Sunday of Advent

GATHERING
Welcome and Announcements Pastor Andrew
Call to Worship — Second Advent
Pastor: Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light candles of hope, peace, joy,
and love, remembering the promises of God with prayer.

Last week we lit the Candle of Hope. This week we will light the Candle of Peace.

Hear God’s promise of peace from Isaiah 11:1-10:

1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of
his roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the LORD. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not
judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of
the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the
breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt
around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the
calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The
cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion
shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt
or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of
the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall
stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling
shall be glorious.

Let us pray:

Faithful God, you are at work to restore all of creation in its intended harmony.
Give us your shalom that we may be reconciled to all enemies in the peace that
passes all understanding through Christ Jesus our Lord.

All: God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come.



Lighting of the Christ Candle
Song — “One Light” Worship Leader Emmanuel
(Note: people do not stand during the candle lighting)

One light shining for me, lighting the darkness helping me see.
One light leading the way, out of the shadows into the day.
One light breaking the dawn, born of a promise leading us on.
One light faithful and true, shining in glory, coming anew.

All we need is one light, all we need is one light,
All we need is one light, just one light.

(interlude: Child lights Candle of Hope and then Candle of Peace)

One light leading the way out of the shadows into the day
All we need is one light, all we need is one light,
All we need is one light, just one light.

Presenting the Word

Worship Leader: Your Word Lord, is eternal.
All: It stands firm in the heavens forever!” Psalm 119:89

(Bible is walked to the table)

Song - PH #582 “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines” Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)

V1 - Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

V2 — World without end, without end. Amen.

World without end, without end. Amen.

World without end, without end. Amen

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

Leader: Please be seated



Confession and Pardon Worship Assistant Holton
Confession of Sin
Leader: Please join me as we confess our sins together.

All: God of wisdom and righteousness,

we confess that we do not do what you tell us to.

We call ourselves your people,

but we have abandoned your ways

and ignored your voice.

We take power for ourselves and we judge others harshly.
We too often do not notice the poor, and when we do,
we treat them with injustice or indifference.

We are complacent with the state of the world.
Forgive us, God, in your mercy.

Help us to bear fruit worthy of repentance.

Remind us, today and every day,

what it means to prepare the way for Christ.

Teach us once more what it means to follow you.

In Christ’s name, hear our silent prayers of return...

Moment of silence (as people confess their own sins)

Assurance of Pardon Worship Assistant Holton
Leader: Hear the good news: God forgives us all, yesterday, today, and
tomorrow. The Spirit continues to guide us. In the name of Jesus Christ,
we are forgiven!
All: With God’s grace, we are given the strength to follow Christ. We
will know peace once more. Amen.

Doxology PH #607 Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Children’s Blessing “You are Somebody” - Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Will the children come forward for the blessing
You are somebody, somebody on the Lord’s side.
You are somebody, somebody on the Lord’s side.
(repeat)



Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
(Turn and share the peace with the people around you)

OFFERING

Invitation to Offering Worship Assistant Holton
(WA to ask people to return to seats as needed before starting)

Leader: Let us return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth.
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
The world, and those who live in it. (Ps 24:1)

Bread and Cup

Leader: For God so loved the world he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life!

(WA to pause and wait for the children to bring up the elements and recess to
the back of the chapel)

Leader: Now, as Christ humbled himself and gave Himself on the cross on our
behalf, let us consecrate our tithes and offerings to Him! Even more then this:

Let us “present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which
is our spiritual worship!

Presentation of tithes and offerings

Song LYH #39 “Jesus, Name above All Names” Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)

Jesus, name above all names;
Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.
Emmanuel, God is with us;
Blessed Redeemer, Living Word.
(Repeat)

Dedication of Offering Worship Assistant Holton (own words for prayer)

Leader: You may be seated.



THE WORD

Story Time: The Construction Crew (Mark 1:1-8)

Song - PH #82 “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)

V1 - Come thou long expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free,

From our fears and sins release us:
Let us find our rest in Thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;

Dear desire of every nation,

Joy of every longing heart.

V2 - Born Thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a King.

Born to reign in us forever,

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit

Rule in all our hearts alone;

By Thine all sufficient merit

Raise us to Thy glorious throne..

(Children leave during song)

Leader: You may be seated.

Prayer for Illumination Pastor Andrew
Leader: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that as the scriptures are read
and your Word is proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what you say to us today.

Leader: Our scripture today is Matthew 3:1-12. After the text is being read, we
will take a few minutes to meditate on God’s Word. Hear the Word of the Lord:



Scripture Reading Matthew 3:1-12

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.” ”

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and
his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region
around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River
Jordan, confessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism,
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?
8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise
up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore
every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 "l baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me
is more powerful than |, and | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord!
Response: Thanks be to God!

Leader: Now, let us sit quietly and open our hearts to God’s word and spirit as
we reflect on the word; in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen!

Silent Meditation
Sermon "Preparing the Way" Pastor Andrew Chapdelaine

Song - PH #621 “I Will Call Upon the Lord” Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)

| will call upon the Lord,
Who is worthy to be praised.
So shall | be saved from mine enemies.



The Lord liveth and blessed be the Rock,
And the God of my salvation be exalted.
The Lord liveth and blessed be the Rock,
And the God of my salvation be exalted.

(Repeat song)

Confession of Faith Worship Assistant Holton
Leader: Please remain standing as we confess our faith:

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of
Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.

We believe that out of Israel God in due time raised up Jesus. Christ’s faith and
obedience were the response of the perfect child of God. He was the
fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel, the beginning of the new creation, and
the pioneer of the new humanity. He gave history its meaning and direction
and called the church to be his servant for the reconciliation of the world.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our
daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new
heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in
death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Leader: You may be seated.
Prayers of the People Worship Assistant Holton

Song LYH #44 “Lord, Glorify Your Name” Worship Leader Emmanuel

Lord, glorify your name as we lift our hands in praise.
Bring your pow’r, bring your holiness,
Bring your glory to this place.

As we sing to you, “Hallelujah!”
we lift our voice to you, “Hallelujah!”
we lift our voice to you, “Hallelujah!” “Hallelujah!”



Lord, glorify your name as we lift our hands in praise.
Bring your pow’r, bring your holiness,
Bring your glory to this place.

As we sing to you, “Praise you, O Lord!”
we lift our voice to you, “Praise you O Lord!”
Lord we sing to you, “Praise you O Lord, Praise you O Lord!”

Leader: You may be seated

COMMUNION Led by Pastor

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Pastor: Jesus said: Come to me,
all you that are weary
and carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;
for | am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.

Great Thanksgiving
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: God, creator of the universe,

with joy we praise you and give you thanks.

You brought light from darkness

and drew land from the sea.

You made us in your image

to live with one another in love.

You promised yourself in covenant with us,

you told us your purpose in your law,

and called for justice through the prophets.

Through long generations you have been faithful to your people.



Therefore we join our voices with all those who sing your praise:

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed in the he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Pastor: We praise you, most holy God,

for the gift of your Son, Jesus.

He told your story, healed the sick, and welcomed the stranger.
Obeying you, he took up his cross and died that we might live.
Rising from the dead, he overcame death,

the firstborn of the new creation.

Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts,
we break bread and share one cup,

giving thanks for your saving love in Jesus Christ
and offering ourselves to live for him

in joy and grateful praise.

Memorial Acclamation:

Pastor: Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
All: Dying you destroyed our death,
rising you restored our life.

Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Pastor: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these gifts of bread and wine.

Make them the body and blood of Christ

that we may be his body for the world.

By your Spirit make us one with him and one another;
send us out to live for others, as Christ lived for us;

and keep us faithful until we feast with him in glory.

All thanks and praise to you, O triune God,

now and forever.

All: Amen.



Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Let us pray for God’s rule on earth as Jesus taught us:

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Pastor:
God, we give you thanks that on the night of his arrest
Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat. This is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, saying:
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood,
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this in remembrance of me.
Every time you eat this bread and drink the sup,
you proclaim the saving death of the risen Lord,
until he comes.
With thanksgiving, let us offer God all that we are.
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!

Communion of the People
Pastor:
The table is set. Our savior joyfully awaits.
After the deacons come forward to serve, please, come to the table!

(Explanation of intinction, individual serving cups if preferred. Deacons will note
any who want cups or who need to be served in their seats.)



(Musical Interlude)

Prayer after Communion
Pastor: Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.

All: May we, who share his body, live his risen life;
we, who drink his cup, bring life to others;
we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.

Pastor: Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
that we and all your children shall be free,

and the whole earth live to praise your name;|

through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

SENDING
Charge and Blessing Pastor Andrew
Pastor: Please stand for the benediction
(Pastor returns to pew)

Song LYH #137 “No One Will Ever Be the Same” Worship Leader Emmanuel

V1 - We're going to shine like the sun in the Kingdom of Heaven,
Shine like the sun in the Kingdom of Heaven;

We're going to shine like the sun in the Kingdom of Heaven

And no one will ever be the same.

And it’s all in Jesus’ name; and it’s all in Jesus’ name;
Yes it’s all in Jesus’ name that no one will ever be the same.

(Pastor recesses down from aisle after first verse)
V5 - And it all starts now in the Kingdom of Heaven,
All starts now in the Kingdom of Heaven,

And it all starts now in the Kingdom of Heaven,

And no one will ever be the same.

And it’s all in Jesus’ name; and it’s all in Jesus’ name;
Yes it’s all in Jesus’ name that no one will ever be the same.
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