Worship Guide January 4, 2026

GATHERING

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Andrew

Call to Worship
Pastor: In the dark of morning, the stars still shine.
All: God is here, God is near.
Pastor: Inthe depth of winter, the birds still climb.
All: God is here, God is near.

Let us worship God together!

Lighting of the Christ Candle
Song — “One Light” Worship Leader Emmanuel
(Note: people do not stand during the candle lighting)

One light shining for me, lighting the darkness helping me see.
One light leading the way, out of the shadows into the day.
One light breaking the dawn, born of a promise leading us on.
One light faithful and true, shining in glory, coming anew.

All we need is one light, all we need is one light,
All we need is one light, just one light.

(Interlude: Child lights candle)

One light leading the way out of the shadows into the day
All we need is one light, all we need is one light,

All we need is one light, just one light.

Presenting the Word

Worship Leader: Your Word Lord, is eternal.
All: It stands firm in the heavens forever!” Psalm 119:89

(Bible is walked to the table)

Song - PH #582 “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines” Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)



V1 - Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

V2 — World without end, without end. Amen.

World without end, without end. Amen.

World without end, without end. Amen

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

Leader: Please be seated

Confession and Pardon Worship Assistant Abel
Confession of Sin
Leader: Please join me as we confess our sins together.
All: Ever-loving God,
we long for Christmas to usher in a season of peace and joy.
However, we know that is not how the world works.
Even just days after Christmas,
we find ourselves face to face with fear once again.
So today we pray:
Forgive us when we allow fear to stop us in our tracks.
Forgive us when our own fear prevents us from following your call.
Forgive us when fear is louder than love.
Show us how to turn our fear into action.
Show us how to live like the Magi,
who searched for you in a fearful world.
With hope we pray.
In Christ’s name, hear our silent prayers of return...

Moment of silence (as people confess their own sins)

Assurance of Pardon Worship Assistant Abel
Leader: Friends, hear the good news: Whether we are courageous or
timid, God’s love for us knows no bounds. By the grace of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, we are forgiven!
All: We are seen, we are surrounded with grace, and we are sent to
serve. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen.

Doxology PH #607 Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)



Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Children’s Blessing “You are Somebody” - Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Will the children come forward for the blessing
You are somebody, somebody on the Lord’s side.
You are somebody, somebody on the Lord’s side.
(repeat)

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
(Turn and share the peace with the people around you)

OFFERING
Invitation to Offering Worship Assistant Abel
(WA to ask people to return to seats as needed before starting)

Leader: Let us return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth.
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
The world, and those who live in it. (Ps 24:1)

Bread and Cup
Leader: For God so loved the world he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life!

(WA to pause and wait for the children to bring up the elements and recess to
the back of the chapel)

Leader: Now, as Christ humbled himself and gave Himself on the cross on our
behalf, let us consecrate our tithes and offerings to Him! Even more then this:
Let us “present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which
is our spiritual worship!

Presentation of tithes and offerings



Song LYH #12 “Make a Joyful Noise All the Earth” Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)

(Refrain)
Make a joyful noise all the earth! Worship your God with gladness.
Make a joyful noise all the earth! Come to this place with a song!

V1 — Know that our God has made you.

Know it’'s to God we belong.

And come to this place with joyfulness and praise.
Worship your God with a song!

(Refrain)
Make a joyful noise all the earth! Worship your God with gladness.
Make a joyful noise all the earth! Come to this place with a song!

V2 — Enter these gates, thanksgiving.

Enter these courts with praise.

Sing thanks to your God and bless this holy name.
Worship your God with a song!

(Refrain)
Make a joyful noise all the earth! Worship your God with gladness.
Make a joyful noise all the earth! Come to this place with a song!

V3 — Ages through endless ages,

Seasons of endless ear,

The love of our maker ever shall endure.

Worship your God with a song!

(Refrain)

Make a joyful noise all the earth! Worship your God with gladness.

Make a joyful noise all the earth! Come to this place with a song!

Dedication of Offering Worship Assistant Abel (own words for prayer)

Leader: You may be seated.

THE WORD

Story Time: Witnesses to the Gift (Matthew 2:1-2) ending with refrain of “We Three
Kings” below:



Song PH #151 “We Three Kings” Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)

(Refrain)
O, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright.
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!

V1 - We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

(Refrain)
O, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright.
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!

(Children leave during song after the first refrain)
Leader: You may be seated.

Prayer for Illumination Pastor Andrew
Leader: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that as the scriptures are read
and your Word is proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what you say to us today.

Leader: Our scripture today is Jeremiah 31:7-14. After the text is being read, we
will take a few minutes to meditate on God’s Word. Hear the Word of the Lord:

Scripture Reading Jeremiah 31:7-14

" For thus says the Loro:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lorp, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
#See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,



those with child and those in labor together;

a great company, they shall return here.
’With weeping they shall come,

and with consolationse | will lead them back;
| will let them walk by brooks of water,

in a straight path where they shall not stumble,
for | have become a father to Israel,

and Ephraim is my firstborn.

'"®Hear the word of the Lorp, O nations,

and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him

and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.”
" For the Lorp has ransomed Jacob

and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
" They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,

and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lorp,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,

and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,

and they shall never languish again.
¥ Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,

and the young men and the old shall be merry.«
| will turn their mourning into joy;

| will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow.
" will give the priests their fill of fatness,

and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,

says the Lorb.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord!
Response: Thanks be to God!

Leader: Now, let us sit quietly and open our hearts to God’s word and spirit as
we reflect on the word; in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen!

Silent Meditation
Sermon "Every Good Gift" Pastor Andrew Chapdelaine

Song - PH #100 “My Soul Cries Out” Worship Leader Emmanuel



Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)

V1 — My soul cries out with a joyful shout
That the God of my heart is great,

And my spirit sings of the wondrous things
That you bring to the ones who wait.

You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight,
And my weakness you did not spurn,

So from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?

Refrain:

My heart shall sing of the day you bring.

Let the fires of your justice burn.

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
And the world is about to turn.

V2 —Thought | am small, my God, my all,

You work great things in me,

And your mercy will last from the depths of the past
To the end of the age to be.

Your very name puts the proud to shame,

And to those who would for you yearn,

You will show your might, put the strong to flight,
For the world is about to turn.

Refrain:

My heart shall sing of the day you bring.

Let the fires of your justice burn.

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
And the world is about to turn.

Confession of Faith Worship Assistant Abel
Leader: Please remain standing as we confess our faith:

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of
Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.



We believe that out of Israel God in due time raised up Jesus. Christ’s faith and
obedience were the response of the perfect child of God. He was the
fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel, the beginning of the new creation, and
the pioneer of the new humanity. He gave history its meaning and direction
and called the church to be his servant for the reconciliation of the world.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our
daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new
heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in
death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Leader: You may be seated.

Prayers of the People Worship Assistant Abel

Song PH #839 “Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine!” Worship Leader Emmanuel
Leader: Please rise as able (or indicate rising with hands)

V1 - Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

(Refrain)

This is my story; this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long;
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long.

V2 - Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending, bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.

(Refrain)



This is my story; this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long;
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long.

Leader: You may be seated

COMMUNION Led by Pastor

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Pastor: Jesus said: Come to me,
all you that are weary
and carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;
for | am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.

Great Thanksgiving
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: God, creator of the universe,

with joy we praise you and give you thanks.

You brought light from darkness

and drew land from the sea.

You made us in your image

to live with one another in love.

You promised yourself in covenant with us,

you told us your purpose in your law,

and called for justice through the prophets.

Through long generations you have been faithful to your people.

Therefore we join our voices with all those who sing your praise:



All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed in the he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Pastor: We praise you, most holy God,

for the gift of your Son, Jesus.

He told your story, healed the sick, and welcomed the stranger.
Obeying you, he took up his cross and died that we might live.
Rising from the dead, he overcame death,

the firstborn of the new creation.

Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts,
we break bread and share one cup,

giving thanks for your saving love in Jesus Christ
and offering ourselves to live for him

in joy and grateful praise.

Memorial Acclamation:

Pastor: Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
All: Dying you destroyed our death,
rising you restored our life.

Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Pastor: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these gifts of bread and wine.

Make them the body and blood of Christ

that we may be his body for the world.

By your Spirit make us one with him and one another;
send us out to live for others, as Christ lived for us;

and keep us faithful until we feast with him in glory.

All thanks and praise to you, O triune God,

now and forever.

All: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Let us pray for God’s rule on earth as Jesus taught us:



All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Pastor:
God, we give you thanks that on the night of his arrest
Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat. This is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, saying:
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood,
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this in remembrance of me.
Every time you eat this bread and drink the sup,
you proclaim the saving death of the risen Lord,
until he comes.
With thanksgiving, let us offer God all that we are.
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!

Communion of the People
Pastor:
The table is set. Our savior joyfully awaits.
After the deacons come forward to serve, please, come to the table!

(Explanation of intinction, individual serving cups if preferred. Deacons will note
any who want cups or who need to be served in their seats.)

(Musical Interlude)

Prayer after Communion



SENDING
Charge and Blessing Pastor Andrew

Pastor: Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.

All: May we, who share his body, live his risen life;
we, who drink his cup, bring life to others;
we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.

Pastor: Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
that we and all your children shall be free,

and the whole earth live to praise your name;|

through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

Pastor: Please stand for the benediction
(Pastor returns to pew)

Song PH #625 “How Great Thou Art” Worship Leader Emmanuel

12

V1 -0 Lord my God, when | in awesome wonder
consider all the worlds thy hands have made,

| see the stars, | hear the rolling thunder,

Thy power throughout the universe displayed:

(Refrain)

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!

(Pastor recesses down from aisle after first stanza)

V4 - When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!

Then | shall bow in humble adoration,

And there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”

(Refrain)
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!



13

Close

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!



